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embankment bars its passage the whole obstruction is
swept away. Hundreds of feet of completed line have been
demolished in this manner. If the rushing river is unable
to break through the embankment it swirls around the
obstruction, rapidly undermining the foundations, with the
result that a bad cave-in ensues, which is in every way
as bad as a clean wash-out, except that perhaps the railway
metals and sleepers can be retrieved.
Even the mountain-sides, solid though they appear
are not free from Nature's playful antics. When the
spring sun conies round and melts heavy masses of snow
on the higher levels there is trouble looming below. The
snow slips on the crest. Gathering impetus with every
succeeding foot in its descent, the avalanche picks up
boulders, trees and other debris, to hurl them with terrific
force against the handiwork of man, wiping it completely
out of existence. One slide caught the unfortunate railway
in this manner, tore up 1,200 feet of permanent way, and
threw it, a twisted mass of iron and splintered timber, a
third of a mile away.
Considering the overwhelming odds against which the
engineer was pitted, it is not surprising that work was
brought to a standstill. The situation was summed up
very graphically by one of the engineers whom I met.
"If Nature would only leave us alone once we have built
the line, we should not care what kind of fight she put up
against us to delay our advance* But all the money which
could be devoted to new construction is devoured in
rebuilding track which is either washed away or buried."